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How do we stop the killing?

JouN ROSENTHAL

_Make federal laws to reduce gdn access

GIVEN THE huge number of easﬂy accessible andwrtuany
unregulated guns in the United States, itis surprising there

. aren’t more than 30,000 gun deaths and 160,000 gun injuries

eachyea;MostUScitieshaveexperiencedanincreaseingtm-*

- violence, and this deadly trend isTikely to continue until we

- imipossiblefor police ta track gun traffickers
“and illegal multiple gun sale patterns. This is largely due to the

enact uniform national gun laws that address easy access to
guns bym-iminals and confront race, poverty, and thelack of
economic opportunity in our poorést neighborhoods; -~ -

- Although Massachusetts has eriacted one of the ost effec-

tive gun violence prevention laws and initiatives in the country,

itis surrounded by states where: it’s easy to buy and sell gins,

-Moreover, the federal government has allowed easy accessto
- guns and actua]ly restricts law énforcement’s abilxty to reduce _

the number of gun traffickers, Indeed, there

influence of the National Rifle Association and the gun lobby -

over Congress and the Bush administration. As a result, what -

* few national gun: Iaws that do exist are rendered useless. Sadly,

" law enforcement is unnecessarily at risk because criminals have
: Veasyaeeesstommvepewermlweaponsthanpoliceamissued

. According to Boston police and federal law enforcement

- agenci%,gmlsuacedtom'imeareeonungﬁ'omﬂ]efollowing E
. "

. | They are stoIen fromhomes cars or gun dealem and then
sold to criminals. :

- W Straw pumhasers (buyers wnth clean baekg;round checks)
lawfully purchase guns from federally licensed dealers or pri-
vate sellers and resell to people without a background check or
documentation. Historically, about 1 percent of federally li-

" censed dealers are xesponsnble for about 50 pereent of guns

traced tocrimes. -~ -
N Gunsarepurchasedatgunshows ﬂeama:kets and other

“secondary sale” markets in states where no background checks

or documentation is required, There are more than 5,000

' ‘two-day gun 'shows in the United States each year, where more

than ha_]f the guns sold are tranisferred by “private sellers.” -
Thirty-two states, including Maire, Vermont, and New Hamp-

shire, allow “private sales” of guns without background checks
or documentation. In addition, the Burean of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives is prohibited from regu]a.ting “private
sa.les.” The Bureau projects that 50 percentof crime gunsin -

- Massachusetts originate from within the state and 50 percent

come from out of state, However, becaiise of the many gun sale

- loopholes and poor reeord keepmg, there is no Wa.y to know

deﬂmtely :
So what's the a.nswerto gun trafficking and thei mcreasmg

" gun violence in urban centers?

. The federal government must enact uniform gun laws sirm- '
lar to what has worked in Massachusetts, It should:
o | Require backgrounds checks for all gun purchases, espe-
) " cially at gun shows and flea markets.

are no federal minimum mandatory gun We re sumunded by ‘W Require safe storage of all firearms
_ trafﬁclnng statutes, and the US Justice . R — unless they are in the ownet’s direct
‘Department réquires that the FBI destroy tes Wh lt S ea sy coritrol — to reduce gun thefts from
National Instant Check guin purchase ~ - ere homes, cars, and dealers.

“records a.fter 24 honrs — making itnearly m buy and Sel] guns m Allow the FBI to maintain gun

_‘purchase records that eanbeaceessed by

_ Ia.w enforcement,

® Develop effective federal gun tra;ﬁiekmg laws with mini-
mum mandatory sentences for unlawful multiple gun sales. -

= Limit gun purchages to onie per month per person,

- i Create incentives for gun manufacturers to produce

" “personalized” and “chjld-prcof” guns thal only the intended
~ user can fire, :
.. The federal govemment must a.lso ereate eeonomic opportu-

nities, job training, and mentoring programs and close the

' “equity” gap for the poor urban neighborhoods where virtually

all the gun violence and gang activity take place. .
These solutions require the political will and courage to

. stand upto the greed, ignora.nce, and shortsightedness of the

gun lobby and their supporters in Congress and the White
House. We must reeognize that if gun violence were killing
mostly syburban white kids and not urban kids of color, there

- would be an uproar that Congress and the presidént could not

ignore, There should be an uproa.r to quiet the sound of gun-
shots in our inner cities. L

.John Rosenthal is agun oioner aﬁd cojbunder oftfle é‘roups '

Stop Handgun Violence, Common Sense About Kids and Guns,
and the American Hunters and Shooters Association.



