
In the backyard my older sister, my younger sister, and I were playing while a couple of blocks down the street there was gang violence. Three innocent sisters trying to avoid violence, but are surrounded by it. But when it intrudes in their playing they are shocked by such a community. I begged for my oldest sister to tie my shoe. As she bends to tie my shoe, the bullet from the gun of a juvenile shooter missed my sister by an inch, and sits in our kitchen cabinet.  

Being a part of a society of hate, violence, and destruction, I found something to keep me out of trouble. I found something that let me be creative. I found basketball. Playing at age nine, I was just throwing the ball in the air. I didn’t know too much about playing ball. It was just an activity. From an activity it became a hobby. From a hobby it became something I loved. Basketball motivated me to try to keep up good grades in school. It kept me making new friends. Basketball helped me to build my respect for others. Being a teen, there’s a lot of curiosity. Basketball kept me from being that curious teen. Playing basketball I stayed out of trouble. It was another way to beat violence. Loosing a game in basketball was nothing like loosing a fight. When people lose fights they feel like they lost their pride. In basketball loosing helps you to want to get better. When people win in street violence winning to them is hurting someone else or may be even killing them. Winning in basketball gives you more of an exciting feeling. The type of feeling you get when you just hit the lottery. Winning in basketball leaves you with no burdens.              
My dream community can be reality. Seeing children playing peacefully in the park, teens cleaning their community, and together the community solving their differences violence free. To do this I must succeed. I learned a lot from basketball and I will use that to motivate me. It showed me that I’m capable of doing anything. Basketball built my determination, and I am determined to succeed in whatever the pursuit.
