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Development of an Observation Tool for the

Informal Science Education Field isa research project that has

been supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF) since 2010. The project is a
partnership between the Program in Education, Afterschool and Resiliency (PEAR),
Educational Testing Services (ETS) and Project Liftoff. The goal of the project is to develop
and psychometrically evaluate a program observation tool called Dimensions of Success
(DOS).DOS is developed based on National Science Foundation’s evaluation framework
(Friedman, A. (Ed.). (2008). Framework for Evaluating Impacts of Informal Science
Education Projects, Washington D.C.: National Science Foundation), which assesses
informal science program quality in afterschool programs, summer programs, museums,
field trips, and schools.

Dimensions of Success (DOS) is an observation tool developed

to assess informal science program quality in afterschool settings.

Upon completion of the project (1) DOS will be validated as a psychometrically sound
evaluation tool, (2) OST programs will be offered an instrument that can be used for
quality improvement, and (3)researchers will have access to an assessment tool to study
STEM education in OST.
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